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took place in spite of secular influence,1 as in the election
of Roger Longesp^e to Coventry and Lichfield, when the
electors allowed themselves to be overruled by external
persuasions.2 The latter, indeed, was one in which the
illicit influence of the king, Richard of Cornwall, and the
queen was so notorious as to arouse comment by more than
one chronicler. Yet the formal records of the process
were in all essentials identical with the records of Walter
of Eynsham,
And the existence of the papal curia as a Supreme
Court of Appeal modified both the royal right of consent
or denial and the Metropolitan duty of rejection or con-
firmation. Appeals against any such decisions, duly made
by the interested parties, automatically transferred the
proceedings beyond their competence.
It was essential for the validity of an appeal, as Mande-
got points out, that it should be made in good faith:
* Appellantes praestent corporaliter iuramentum quod
credunt ea quae sic exprimunt posse probare/ And also
it had to be drawn up in valid forms; accordingly the
third part of Mandegot's Tractatus is an exposition of the
proper procedure and instruments necessary to make a good
appeal.3 But once correctly made, it is important to notice
that the rigid formalism of the proceedings ended. The
same influences as played upon elections in England,
operated at the curia; but the Pope, after hearing the
arguments put forward before him, or his judges delegate,
possessed the authority to play a wholly independent, extra-
legal part; in the elections referred to him in the reign
of Henry III, we find him filling up the defects in the
election of a bishop, or, after setting aside an unworthy
election, directly appointing to the see by his 'plenitude
$otestatis\ or again, obliging the proctors of a chapter to
elect or postulate his nominee.
Such was the legal framework of election procedure:
within it, secular abuse or * influence' took place.
1 Patent Rolls, ii. 109 ; Ger*v. of Canterbury, ii» 115^24.
a Ann. Mon. i. 377 seq. 5 Chron. Maj. v, 613 j Ann. Mon* iiL 202.
3 Tractatusde Electionibus, Pt. Ill, cap. bcx p. 151.

